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because of his association with the great Shivaji.
The latter, who had a deep religious strain, was
anxious to have near him some pious man from
whom he might obtain religious instruction. He had
tried to get Ramdas to live in his camp ; but Ramdas
had refused. The king sent a messenger and a
cavalry escort to fetch Tukaram. The saint felt
that the camp of a high-spirited and warlike prince
was no place for him. He wrote back the famous
letter in verse, known to every educated man in
Maharashtra ; I shall quote a few lines :—
'Torches, umbrellas and horses, these are not among
the things that are good for me. Why, O lord of Pandhari,
dost thou snare me with them. Honours, finery and aping
others, I count as the filth of a pigstye. O God, says Tuka,
run to set me free from these.
'If I came to your place, O king, seeking honours,
what happiness should I find there? In the house of a
king the wealthy are respected; the common herd meet
with home* If I saw there fine raiment and jewels, I
should die of it. If you scorn me when you hear this, still
God will not scorn me. Let me tell you this and it will
surprise you. There is no happiness like a beggar's.
Austerity and renunciation are the greatest of things;
wealthy men whose desires entangle them, are miserable.
Tuka says that you are rich and honoured; but the followers
of Hari are rrore fortunate.5
On receiving this letter Shivaji left his camp and
actually joined Tukaram, becoming for the time a
religious devotee. From this state he was saved by
his mother Jijibai. She forced Tukaram by her
entreaties to send her son back to the world on which
he would have turned his back.
When Shivaji returned to his camp and his kingly
duties, he did not lose touch with Tukaram. He
often attended religious discourses given by Tukaram

